
 

  

Science Based Targets Initiative  

Opportunity 
Despite the introduction of climate change mitigation 

measures by governments, companies, civil society 

and other actors, total anthropogenic greenhouse gas 

(GHG) emissions are continuing to increase. Under the 

current trajectory, global mean temperatures are 

projected to increase by 3.7 to 4.8ºC by the end of this 

century, far beyond the levels of warming that the 

scientific and international community have identified 

as safe. Growing numbers of companies are aiming to 

reverse the global trend by reducing their own GHG 

emissions. However, there is a lack of consistent 

methods for companies to align their emissions targets 

with global climate science scenarios.  

Science Based Targets is a joint initiative by CDP, the 

UN Global Compact (UNGC), the World Resources 

Institute (WRI) and WWF intended to increase 

corporate ambition on climate action by changing the 

conversation on GHG emissions reduction target 

setting and creating an expectation that companies will 

set targets consistent with the level of decarbonization 

required by science to limit global warming to less than 

2°C compared to pre-industrial temperatures. 

Activities 
The project is developing a package of guidance, tools, 

and technical assistance to facilitate the adoption of 

science-based targets. The effort is also incentivizing 

companies to set a science based target through a Call 

to Action campaign. Current activities are primarily 

planned around the UN Business and Climate Summit 

in May, 2015 and COP 21 in December, 2015. 

Expected Outcomes 

 
1. By 2015,  100 leading 

multinational companies  

commit to adopt ambitious 

emission reduction targets 

in line with climate science 

2. By 2020, 250 leading 

companies will adopt and 

disclose ambitious emission 

reduction targets in line 

with climate science 

3. Demonstrate to policy-

makers the scale of 

ambition among leading 

companies to reduce their 

emissions and act as a 

positive influence on 

international climate 

negotiations.  

 



 

Partner Organizations     

Facilitate the adoption of science-based targets 

1. SDA Methodology - To supplement existing approaches and leverage newly-available mitigation 

data, the SBT initiative developed a freely-available Sectoral Decarbonization Approach (SDA) 

method for aligning company emissions reduction targets with the global 2° scenario presented 

by the IPCC in its Fifth Assessment Report. 

2. SDA Calculation Tool – The SDA Tool is an open-access web-based tool to help companies simply 

calculate a target using the SDA method 

3. Target Setting Manual – The manual provides advice on how to adopt and implement a science 

based targets.  Key topics include: the business case for science-based targets; how to choose a 

target setting method; how to calculate a target; how to get internal buy-in; and how to credibly 

communicate a target to stakeholders 

Incentivize the adoption of science-based targets  

1. Mind the Science Report – A report that highlights the gap between current company target 

levels and the level of decarbonization required by science to limit global warming to less than 

2°C compared to pre-industrial temperatures 

2. CAIT Business Target Tracker – an on-line data visualization tool tracking the progress of 

companies towards science-based reduction levels 

3. Call to Action - A campaign to get 100 companies in 2015 to commit to setting science based 

targets. Companies agree to sign a commitment letter including criteria for participation.  In 

return, companies will be publicly acknowledged for their leadership in a series of 

communications activities. 

4. Corporate Engagement –  Supporting companies in the process of establishing and disclosing 

their science-based reduction targets through technical assistance and a target review process 

 

Upcoming Initiative Deliverables and Activities 

Deliverable Completion Date 

SDA and Web-based Tool Version 1.0 - May, 2015 

Target-setting Manual December 2015 

Mind the Science Report May 2015 

CAIT Target Tracker Version 1.0 – December 2015 

Call to Action and Corporate Engagement Ongoing  

 

 


